OIN EXCHANGE PROGRAM: STUDENT REPORTS (Fall 2016-Winter
2017)

My research fellowship through Miranda House, under the supervision of Professor Bijayalaxmi
Nanda, began late September, 2016. Having had the opportunity to conductabwths internship
prior, | was given a better understandimf gender studies in the Indian context. In regards to the
research paper, Dr. Nanda and | established a general scope in late July, when | first landed in Delhi, and
began narrowing it down as we approached the beginning of my research term.

After diswissing a wide range of topics, we placed focus on the notion of access to public space.
Dr. Nanda was very flexible in my choice of topic, and incorporated elements of caste and class in the
discussion with acknowledgement to my interest in identity issiésis, we began the process of
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months to research and write a paper for potential publication is seemingly short. However, the amount
of support | received from Dr. Nanda and Miranda House has really pushed me towards accomplishing a
task | thought othenise near impossible.

Dr. Nanda became an integrate part of my Indian journey. She is such an amazing professor and
mentor. She genuinely wanted me to experience India in the best way possible and get the most out of
my research opportunity. Not only dithe bring me to a number of conferences and functions, Dr.

Nanda also introduced me to a wide range of social actors in the field. As a known academia in gender
studies, Dr. Nanda provided me with literary works and interview opportunities to which helped
facilitate the content of my paper and expand my network. She never failed to follow up with me on the
process of my writing, yet was so flexible and encouraging when | make plans to explore India.

In Dr. Nanda, not only did | find a mentor, but a friend &mily. Her family opened their door
to me, offering me such comfort when | attempted to adjust to a culture vastly different from my own.
Their presence and support gave me the strength needed to pursue a project | strongly believed in.
Similarly, Mirada House provided me with facilities necessary to write and research the discussed topic.
Dr. Pratibha Jolly showed her full support after learning of my venture and worked to incorporate me in
collegeheld events throughout the few months. Moreover, studde at Miranda House only provided
intellectually stimulating conversations, but were also generous enough to participate as interviewees
for some of my group discussions.

As a student looking to pursue a graduate degree this coming fall, | believdnéhSRP really
provided me with a range of hands on experiencéinel d research. | can’t i mag
will have the time and funding to allow a recent graduate the opportunity to gaifejpth knowledge of
a topic of personal preferencender the supervision of an exceptional mentor, with access to
independent infield research and interview opportunities often meant for PHD students. These
elements not only solidified my belief in the SRP and the OMG Program, but further enticed me to
pursue the route of academia and engage in content writing relevant to development issues.

I would truly like to extend my appreciation for Dr. Sukeshi Kamra, as she is the key facilitator of
this, as clhlihcaam&giasgy ' i te xipse,onlydidistieprovice me witth coastant N o t
support, but also happily lent an ear when | experienced some unfortunate events while living abroad. |
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am also thankful to Dagmar and the rest of the OMG staff for providing me with thorough help in a
timely and camg fashion throughout the program.

And of course, | am extremely grateful to the OMG Program for providing me with the
opportunity to experience an incredible country while stimulating my intellectual growth and
contributing towards my understanding of axtremely important topic at hand.

I look forward to applying to OM{®IN]again while in graduate school.

Choosing to go on the OMGIN]student exchange experience in Goa has been one of my best
decisions | have ever made. It gives you an opportunity to develop personally, learn new cultures and
make lifelong friends.

For anyone that is debating whether to gn an exchange, my advice would be to do it. But specifically
coming to Goa because it gives you the ability to live in a beautiful place while also giving you the
opportunity to explore India.

The students at BITS Pilani took me in and treated mé likes part of their family. A unigue aspect of

the school is that it has students from all over India as opposed to just Goa. It was awesome to hear
stories about the places that people were from. Best of all, | made friends that | could travel around Goa
and have great times.

The BITS Pilani campus has great facilities and allows you to be safe and comfortable. There is definitely
a cultural hurdle that you quickly get over and it is rewarding because living in India is truly a unique
experience.

Furthermore, you will be studying in a place with a tropical climate, beaches and incredible food. When
you come from a cold place like Canada, living in Goa is like a paradise. On top of that, there is a rich
history in Goa that will be yours to discover.

India is such a vast country and my exchange allowed me to take advantage of that. During my exchange
| travelled to Karnatika, Punjab, New Delhi and Mumbai and it is quite cheap to travel around on bus and
train.

In all, I would definitely recommend pé&ipating in the OMG Student Exchange because it will give you
a life changing experience.

Overall experience:



My overall experience dtSR and in India as an exchange student is above expectations! | honestly
loved every aspect of my Indian experience, and the few darker days are part of this wonderful life
experience!

As for summarizing my experience, | thought to make a short story:

I just landed in Delhi airport, already sweating with the summer June heat, and struggling with my

suitcases to find my Indian friends who came to pick me up. In the morning and for the following 5
days, they took me to severral frleal” esutnatiengagdntfs
place | quickly settled in. A week later, my academic program at Lady Sri Ram College for Women

(LSR) was starting. | quickly learned that LSR is the best college across the country for political
science drmyd s‘thudmarsi’ (social sciences), where mo
average of 95%-+. This fact made a lot more sense once | started interacting with the students. It was

not long until | realised how diligent, studious and well opinionated thaspavered young ladies

are. This made me feel really privileged to have the opportunity to study at this institution. Although

the food was not really to my taste mainly due to the lack of fresh fruits and spicy dishes, the

animated ambiance csampus madét up for those tiny food related details. | found a local

lunchbox delivery service for low cost, which | rarely used because | preferred to share a meal at a

nearby restaurant with classmates. All professors and students were very friendly and higifily hel

at any time. The students often offered to take me shopping for anything | needed in my house or

for clothes, some even helped with finding an internet wifi provider for my flat and for my mobile

phone; professors were always available to meet aftas€to answer my questions and guide me

with the assignments. My personal heaais on the assignments: | found them about the same as at
University of Ottawa, though the expectations were slightly lower and the due date can easily be

pushed few days latgmost professors are quite flexible)! Since LSR has plenty of dynamic

committees to join, this makes the campus a real vibrant one.

Traveling around town by metro, rikshaws, auitkshaws or taxis(Uber!) were both very convenient
and affordable at anytiie of day or night. However, before you adventure yourself into the crazily
heavy Delhi traffic, either opt for metro or plan at least 30 minutes extra on the road. Quick note for
ladies: there is a metro wagon reserved only for women, few taxis are akilygt female passengers
and driven by a female driver, and at night | would suggest to go home before 9:00pm or to be with
one or two friends if staying out late. | felt safe in the city most of the time even at night time, and
South Delhi is definitely thsafest and coolest place in town: you may find restaurants, pubs,
shopping malls, cinemas, tourist sites, historical buildings, parks, etc.

Last words: Enjoy your !ncredible jndia experier

I went to Pune for the fall semester. | arrived there in July and came back to Canada in December. | loved
India, the culture, the people and everything aboulléispite the fact that it is a very intense place to live.

Adapting



The adaptation period was not so hard. I didn’t
the part of the adaptation that | found the hardest. All the paperwork that we tioadb when we arrived
was

Academic experience

| took three courses of twice 1h30 per week each. One of my courses was really interesting, but extremely
easy, while the other courses were extremely hard to follow and understand (no powerpoint or visual
support, no notebooks, and the teacher spoke a lot of Hindi during class).

Accommodation
We decided to stay in residence, which cost about $200 CAD and everything was included. The wifi was
not so great and a lot of website were blocked.

UniversityLife

Since the faculty | was in (Liberal Arts) was smaller than other faculties, it was really easy to meet people
and see them every day. Pune is a very student city, so we would go out a lot with our Indian friends
around campus.

Daily Life

Life in Imlia was pretty good, the food was amazing and the people were great as well. | think what |
missed the most was the calm. | liked the chaos in India, but sometimes | needed to take time to relax by
myself and it was not always possible, since there act aflpeople everywhere.

Travels
We went to Thailand for 2 weeks, we also visited a lot of places in India (Hampi, Goa, Chennai, Pondicherry
Mumbai, Kerala, Delhi, Varanasi, Agra, Rajasthan). We were mostly going to these places during-the week
end.

Conclusion and advice to future participants:

Be ready to any unexpected event and be flexible. Everything in India can be complicated, so be relax,
understanding and flexible.

Comments on your personaxperiences

My personalexperiencesn Indiawere life changing( realizehow clichéthis sounds)Indiais by far the mosts
timulating placethat | haveeverhadthe opportunity to livein. I will forever cherishthe momentsl haveexper
iencedandthe relationships havecultivated.

Summary of exchange



Overallmy semesterabroadin Goawasa very positiveexperiencel learneda greatdealof things(not only a
cademically)met a variety of inspiringindividualsand greatlyimprovedmy Hindifluency. Thoughcertainaspe
ctsof the exchangevere challengingcourseselection transcriptrequests rules/curfews) mostof my experie
ncewent very smoothly.Theendlesssupportandencouragementhat | receivedfrom Sukesh{OINAcademic
Director)wasvital to my adventureand mademe feel reassuredhroughoutthe duration of my experiencel
would definitely recommendstudyingin India.

Adapting

| arrivedin NewDelhi2 monthsprior to the start of my exchangewhichenabledme to travelwithin Indiafor
sometime. My arrivd coincidedwith the demonetizationcrisisof 2016,which posedsomeimmediateproble
msfor me, thoughl wasthankfully supportedby manylIndians.My host cookedmultiple mealsfor me andhel
ped me setup a PayTMaccountfor digitaltransactions A Sikhman found me distressedutsideof a bankand
he took me to hisshopfor somesweetsandto provide me with cash.l wasverymovedby theseacts.Theyse
t the precedentfor the Indiangenerositythat | would repeatedlyencounterthroughoutmy journey.l adaged
to Indianlifestylefasterthan | had previouslyanticipated.l did strugglewith somethingsmore than others:co
pingwith the continuoushonkingandthe simpletaskof crossinghe roadwasnot easy.

Academic experience

| enrolledin 4 coursesat BITS:DevelopmentaBiology Environmentabnd EcologicaScienceShortFilm & Vid
eo Productionand CulturalStudies Thisamountedto approximatelyl3 hoursof classper week.Classesvere
held 6 daysaweek.Theteachingstyle,approachabilityof professos and gradingsystemsat my hostinstitutio
n were similarto thosethat | amaccustomedo in CanadaTheclasssizesat BITSampuswere quite small,w
hichenabledme to createmeaningfulrelationshipswith my classmatesnd professorgguickly.

Accommodation

All studentsat BITS50acampus(includingMaster'sand Doctoratecandidatesiare requiredto stayon campus
.The hostelfeeswere extremelyaffordable.Theroomsincludedall basicnecessitiesHowever they were not
equippedwith A/Cwhichmadethe summermonthsin Goaquite unbearable Thelnternet connectionhadad
aily limit whichwassomewhattroubling. Poweroutageswere quite common.

University Life

Thestudentlife at BITSanbe quite livelyif one decidesto getinvolved.Thereare variousstudentclubs.l deci
dednot to join anyclubsasthe commitmentswere quite intenseand| preferredto spendmy sparetime off ¢
ampus.Thecampusannuallyorganizes3 largefestivals:1 for culture/music,1 for science& technologyand1 f
or sports.Apartfrom this, there are eveningsplannedwith live music,movie screeningsand comedynights.
Makingfriendson campuswasnot difficult. | madefriendsfrom different socialcirclesandwe spenta lot of ti
me together: grabbinglunchat the messbetweenclasseshavingpopsiclesoutsidethe library andtakingwalk
saroundcampudate at night. | purchaseda scooteruponmy arrivalin Goathat enabledme to makeoutings
veryeasily.l would makedailytrips to BogmaloBeach(approximatelya 5 minute ride from campus)andcoul
d easilyplanweekendgetawaygo North or SouthGoa.Studentsinterestedin participatingin an exchangepr
ogramat BITSGoacampusshouldbe awarethat the institution hasrulesand enforcesa strict curfew. FromM
ondayto Friday,studentsmayonly leavecampusfrom 5:00PMto10:30PM.On Saturdaysstudentsmay go off
campusfrom 1:00PMto 10:30PM.OnSundaysstudentsmayleavecampusfrom 7:00AMto 10:30PM.Student
smayapplyfor aleaveshouldthey wishto stayon campusfor severaldays.

Expenses/Budget
It isdifficult for me to quantify how muchmy whole experiencecostme. Livingand studyingin Indiaistypicall
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y veryaffordable.However expensesnaybeginto accumulataf you decideto do someextensivetravelling.
Thefood at the campusmesswasextremelycheap:l couldget breakfast,Junch,snacksanddinnerfor around
110Indianrupees/day(roughly2 Canadiardollars).My major expensesvere flightsandaccommaodatiorduri
ngmy recreationaltravels.l spenta surprisingamountof moneyon pizzadelivery.Luckily Jocalbeerin Goais
extremelycheap:60 rupees/$1.20for a 650mLbottle of Kingfisher.

Daily Life

My dailylife in Indiawasquite enjoyable Onatypicalday, | would (try to) attend my classessharesomefood
with friendsand complainaboutthe heat. Duringthe evening,l would go out for a scooterride andtry to catc
h the sunsetat the beach.Onthe weekends) would roam aroundbeachshacksnightclubsand markets.l was
neverhomesickduringmy time abroad,though | would often becomenostalgicfor Canadiarproducts(mostl
y food). Forthe record,the Indianfood | hadthroughoutmy adventurewasout of this world. Butone canonly
havesomuchcurry.

Travels

I managedo travel Indiabefore,duringandafter my exchangeprogram.Priorto the start of my semestetin G
0a, | travelledto Delhi,Rajasthar(Jaipur JodhpurJaisalmer)Pune(to link up with other Canadiarexchanges
tudentsandfor SunburnMusicFestival) Mumbai,Varanasiand Manali.Duringmy semester | travelledthe st
ate of Goaextensively Goahasover50 beachesand| hadthe pleasureof exploringthe majority of them. | ma
de severalweekendtrips to North Goa(Anjuna,Vagator,BagaPanjim)andto SouthGoaaswell (Palolem Pat
nem, Kakolem)! alsotravelledto Hampi.l movedto Delhiafter my semesterabroadfor aninternship.Betwee
n the end of my semesterandthe start of my internship,| travelledto BangaloreQoty, Nepal(KathmanduNa
garkot),Mumbai,Udaipurand Jaipur.Travellingn Indiais extremelyaffordable.Youare ableto be frugalif ne
ed be. | would alwaysbookbudgethostelaccommodationsndwould opt for atrain ride overaflight. Therall
way systemin Indiais outstandingand highlyconnected.

Conclusion and advice to futurparticipants

Indiais a countrythat is magicaland hyperstimulating Prepareyourselfto see,feel andlive thingsthat youha
ve neverexperiencedefore. Abandonall preconceivechotionsabout how thingsshouldoperateandbe adap
table. Bekind. Laughwhen youfind yourselfin an unbelievablesituation.



Some photos taken by this student:










