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OIN EXCHANGE PROGRAM: STUDENT REPORTS (Fall 2016-Winter 

2017) 

 

¶ Report by a Western University student who did a short-term study project 
(SSP) with a faculty member in Political Science and Gender Studies at Miranda 
House College, Delhi University, September-November 2016.  

My research fellowship through Miranda House, under the supervision of Professor Bijayalaxmi 
Nanda, began late September, 2016. Having had the opportunity to conduct a two-months internship 
prior, I was given a better understanding of gender studies in the Indian context. In regards to the 
research paper, Dr. Nanda and I established a general scope in late July, when I first landed in Delhi, and 
began narrowing it down as we approached the beginning of my research term.  

After discussing a wide range of topics, we placed focus on the notion of access to public space. 
Dr. Nanda was very flexible in my choice of topic, and incorporated elements of caste and class in the 
discussion with acknowledgement to my interest in identity issues. Thus, we began the process of 
writing ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ tǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ 5ŜƭƘƛΥ /ŀǎǘŜΣ /ƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ. Without a doubt, two to three 
months to research and write a paper for potential publication is seemingly short. However, the amount 
of support I received from Dr. Nanda and Miranda House has really pushed me towards accomplishing a 
task I thought otherwise near impossible.  

Dr. Nanda became an integrate part of my Indian journey. She is such an amazing professor and 
mentor. She genuinely wanted me to experience India in the best way possible and get the most out of 
my research opportunity. Not only did she bring me to a number of conferences and functions, Dr. 
Nanda also introduced me to a wide range of social actors in the field. As a known academia in gender 
studies, Dr. Nanda provided me with literary works and interview opportunities to which helped 
facilitate the content of my paper and expand my network. She never failed to follow up with me on the 
process of my writing, yet was so flexible and encouraging when I make plans to explore India. 

In Dr. Nanda, not only did I find a mentor, but a friend and family. Her family opened their door 
to me, offering me such comfort when I attempted to adjust to a culture vastly different from my own. 
Their presence and support gave me the strength needed to pursue a project I strongly believed in. 
Similarly, Miranda House provided me with facilities necessary to write and research the discussed topic. 
Dr. Pratibha Jolly showed her full support after learning of my venture and worked to incorporate me in 
college-held events throughout the few months. Moreover, students at Miranda House only provided 
intellectually stimulating conversations, but were also generous enough to participate as interviewees 
for some of my group discussions.  

As a student looking to pursue a graduate degree this coming fall, I believe that the SRP really 
provided me with a range of hands on experience in-field research. I can’t imagine another facility that 
will have the time and funding to allow a recent graduate the opportunity to gain in-depth knowledge of 
a topic of personal preference, under the supervision of an exceptional mentor, with access to 
independent in-field research and interview opportunities often meant for PHD students. These 
elements not only solidified my belief in the SRP and the OMG Program, but further enticed me to 
pursue the route of academia and engage in content writing relevant to development issues.  

I would truly like to extend my appreciation for Dr. Sukeshi Kamra, as she is the key facilitator of 
this, as cliché as it is, ‘life-changing’ experience in India. Not only did she provide me with constant 
support, but also happily lent an ear when I experienced some unfortunate events while living abroad. I 
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am also thankful to Dagmar and the rest of the OMG staff for providing me with thorough help in a 
timely and caring fashion throughout the program.  

And of course, I am extremely grateful to the OMG Program for providing me with the 
opportunity to experience an incredible country while stimulating my intellectual growth and 
contributing towards my understanding of an extremely important topic at hand.  

 
I look forward to applying to OMG [OIN] again while in graduate school. 
 

¶ Report by Ryerson University student who spent the Fall 2016 semester at BITS 

Pilani (Goa campus) on regular exchange.   

Choosing to go on the OMG [OIN] student exchange experience in Goa has been one of my best 

decisions I have ever made. It gives you an opportunity to develop personally, learn new cultures and 

make lifelong friends. 

For anyone that is debating whether to go on an exchange, my advice would be to do it. But specifically 

coming to Goa because it gives you the ability to live in a beautiful place while also giving you the 

opportunity to explore India.  

The students at BITS Pilani took me in and treated me like I was part of their family. A unique aspect of 

the school is that it has students from all over India as opposed to just Goa. It was awesome to hear 

stories about the places that people were from. Best of all, I made friends that I could travel around Goa 

and have great times. 

The BITS Pilani campus has great facilities and allows you to be safe and comfortable.  There is definitely 

a cultural hurdle that you quickly get over and it is rewarding because living in India is truly a unique 

experience. 

Furthermore, you will be studying in a place with a tropical climate, beaches and incredible food. When 

you come from a cold place like Canada, living in Goa is like a paradise. On top of that, there is a rich 

history in Goa that will be yours to discover. 

India is such a vast country and my exchange allowed me to take advantage of that. During my exchange 

I travelled to Karnatika, Punjab, New Delhi and Mumbai and it is quite cheap to travel around on bus and 

train. 

In all, I would definitely recommend participating in the OMG Student Exchange because it will give you 

a life changing experience. 

 

¶ Report by University of Ottawa student who spent the Fall 2016 semester at 

Lady Shri Ram College on regular exchange.  

Overall experience: 



3 
 

My overall experience at LSR and in India as an exchange student is above expectations! I honestly 

loved every aspect of my Indian experience, and the few darker days are part of this wonderful life 

experience! 

 As for summarizing my experience, I thought to make a short story: 

I just landed in Delhi airport, already sweating with the summer June heat, and struggling with my 

suitcases to find my Indian friends who came to pick me up. In the morning and for the following 5 

days, they took me to several real estate agents (“brokers”) for ‘flat’ hunting. I found a wonderful 

place I quickly settled in. A week later, my academic program at Lady Sri Ram College for Women 

(LSR) was starting. I quickly learned that LSR is the best college across the country for political 

science and ‘humanity studies’ (social sciences), where most students who get admission have an 

average of 95%+. This fact made a lot more sense once I started interacting with the students. It was 

not long until I realised how diligent, studious and well opinionated those empowered young ladies 

are. This made me feel really privileged to have the opportunity to study at this institution. Although 

the food was not really to my taste mainly due to the lack of fresh fruits and spicy dishes, the 

animated ambiance on-campus made it up for those tiny food related details. I found a local 

lunchbox delivery service for low cost, which I rarely used because I preferred to share a meal at a 

nearby restaurant with classmates. All professors and students were very friendly and highly helpful 

at any time. The students often offered to take me shopping for anything I needed in my house or 

for clothes, some even helped with finding an internet wifi provider for my flat and for my mobile 

phone; professors were always available to meet after class to answer my questions and guide me 

with the assignments. My personal heads-up on the assignments: I found them about the same as at 

University of Ottawa, though the expectations were slightly lower and the due date can easily be 

pushed few days later (most professors are quite flexible)! Since LSR has plenty of dynamic 

committees to join, this makes the campus a real vibrant one.  

Traveling around town by metro, rikshaws, auto-rikshaws or taxis(Uber!) were both very convenient 

and affordable at any time of day or night. However, before you adventure yourself into the crazily 

heavy Delhi traffic, either opt for metro or plan at least 30 minutes extra on the road. Quick note for 

ladies: there is a metro wagon reserved only for women, few taxis are only taking female passengers 

and driven by a female driver, and at night I would suggest to go home before 9:00pm or to be with 

one or two friends if staying out late. I felt safe in the city most of the time even at night time, and 

South Delhi is definitely the safest and coolest place in town: you may find restaurants, pubs, 

shopping malls, cinemas, tourist sites, historical buildings, parks, etc. 

Last words: Enjoy your !ncredible ¡ndia experience, you won’t regret it. 

 

¶ Report by University of Ottawa student who spent the Fall 2016 term at 

Symbiosis International University, Pune, on regular exchange. 

I went to Pune for the fall semester. I arrived there in July and came back to Canada in December. I loved 

India, the culture, the people and everything about it despite the fact that it is a very intense place to live. 

Adapting  
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The adaptation period was not so hard. I didn’t have a cultural shock, but I think the administration was 

the part of the adaptation that I found the hardest. All the paperwork that we had to do when we arrived 

was  

 

Academic experience  

I took three courses of twice 1h30 per week each. One of my courses was really interesting, but extremely 

easy, while the other courses were extremely hard to follow and understand (no powerpoint or visual 

support, no notebooks, and the teacher spoke a lot of Hindi during class). 

 

Accommodation  

We decided to stay in residence, which cost about $200 CAD and everything was included. The wifi was 

not so great and a lot of website were blocked.  

 

University Life  

Since the faculty I was in (Liberal Arts) was smaller than other faculties, it was really easy to meet people 

and see them every day. Pune is a very student city, so we would go out a lot with our Indian friends 

around campus. 

 

Daily Life  

Life in India was pretty good, the food was amazing and the people were great as well. I think what I 

missed the most was the calm. I liked the chaos in India, but sometimes I needed to take time to relax by 

myself and it was not always possible, since there are a lot of people everywhere.  

 

Travels  

We went to Thailand for 2 weeks, we also visited a lot of places in India (Hampi, Goa, Chennai, Pondicherry, 

Mumbai, Kerala, Delhi, Varanasi, Agra, Rajasthan). We were mostly going to these places during the week-

end.  

 

Conclusion and advice to future participants: 

Be ready to any unexpected event and be flexible. Everything in India can be complicated, so be relax, 

understanding and flexible.  

 

¶ Report by Nipissing University student who spent the Winter 2017 semester at BITS 

Pilani (Goa campus) on regular exchange 

Comments on your personal experiences 

My personal experiences in India were life changing (I realize how cliché this sounds). India is by far the most s

timulating place that I have ever had the opportunity to live in. I will forever cherish the moments I have exper

ienced and the relationships I have cultivated. 

Summary of exchange 
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Overall, my semester abroad in Goa was a very positive experience. I learned a great deal of things (not only a

cademically), met a variety of inspiring individuals and greatly improved my Hindi fluency. Though certain aspe

cts of the exchange were challenging (course selection, transcript requests, rules/curfews), most of my experie

nce went very smoothly. The endless support and encouragement that I received from Sukeshi (OIN Academic 

Director) was vital to my adventure and made me feel reassured throughout the duration of my experience. I 

would definitely recommend studying in India. 

Adapting 

I arrived in New Delhi 2 months prior to the start of my exchange, which enabled me to travel within India for 

some time. My arrival coincided with the demonetization crisis of 2016, which posed some immediate proble

ms for me, though I was thankfully supported by many Indians. My host cooked multiple meals for me and hel

ped me set up a PayTM account for digital transactions. A Sikh man found me distressed outside of a bank and

 he took me to his shop for some sweets and to provide me with cash. I was very moved by these acts. They se

t the precedent for the Indian generosity that I would repeatedly encounter throughout my journey. I adapted 

to Indian lifestyle faster than I had previously anticipated. I did struggle with some things more than others: co

ping with the continuous honking and the simple task of crossing the road was not easy. 

Academic experience 

I enrolled in 4 courses at BITS: Developmental Biology, Environmental and Ecological Science, Short Film & Vid

eo Production and Cultural Studies. This amounted to approximately 13 hours of class per week. Classes were 

held 6 days a week. The teaching style, approachability of professors and grading systems at my host institutio

n were similar to those that I am accustomed to in Canada. The class sizes at BITS campus were quite small, w

hich enabled me to create meaningful relationships with my classmates and professors quickly. 

Accommodation 

All students at BITS Goa campus (including Master's and Doctorate candidates) are required to stay on campus

.The  hostel fees were extremely affordable. The rooms included all basic necessities. However, they were not 

equipped with A/C which made the summer months in Goa quite unbearable. The Internet connection had a d

aily limit which was somewhat troubling. Power outages were quite common.  

 University Life 

The student life at BITS can be quite lively if one decides to get involved. There are various student clubs. I deci

ded not to join any clubs as the commitments were quite intense and I preferred to spend my spare time off c

ampus. The campus annually organizes 3 large festivals: 1 for culture/music, 1 for science & technology and 1 f

or sports. Apart from this, there are evenings planned with live music, movie screenings, and comedy nights. 

Making friends on campus was not difficult. I made friends from different social circles and we spent a lot of ti

me together: grabbing lunch at the mess between classes, having popsicles outside the library and taking walk

s around campus late at night. I purchased a scooter upon my arrival in Goa that enabled me to make outings 

very easily. I would make daily trips to Bogmalo Beach (approximately a 5 minute ride from campus), and coul

d easily plan weekend getaways to North or South Goa. Students interested in participating in an exchange pr

ogram at BITS Goa campus should be aware that the institution has rules and enforces a strict curfew. From M

onday to Friday, students may only leave campus from 5:00PM to10:30PM. On Saturdays, students may go off 

campus from 1:00PM to 10:30PM. On Sundays, students may leave campus from 7:00AM to 10:30PM. Student

s may apply for a leave should they wish to stay on campus for several days. 

Expenses/Budget 

It is difficult for me to quantify how much my whole experience cost me. Living and studying in India is typicall
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y very affordable. However, expenses may begin to accumulate if you decide to do some extensive travelling. 

The food at the campus mess was extremely cheap: I could get breakfast, lunch, snacks and dinner for around 

110 Indian rupees/day (roughly 2 Canadian dollars). My major expenses were flights and accommodation duri

ng my recreational travels. I spent a surprising amount of money on pizza delivery. Luckily, local beer in Goa is 

extremely cheap: 60 rupees/$1.20 for a 650mL bottle of Kingfisher.  

Daily Life 

My daily life in India was quite enjoyable. On a typical day, I would (try to) attend my classes, share some food 

with friends and complain about the heat. During the evening, I would go out for a scooter ride and try to catc

h the sunset at the beach. On the weekends, I would roam around beach shacks, nightclubs and markets. I was

 never homesick during my time abroad, though I would often become nostalgic for Canadian products (mostl

y food). For the record, the Indian food I had throughout my adventure was out of this world. But one can only

 have so much curry. 

Travels 

I managed to travel India before, during and after my exchange program. Prior to the start of my semester in G

oa, I travelled to Delhi, Rajasthan (Jaipur, Jodhpur, Jaisalmer), Pune (to link up with other Canadian exchange s

tudents and for Sunburn Music Festival), Mumbai, Varanasi, and Manali. During my semester, I travelled the st

ate of Goa extensively. Goa has over 50 beaches and I had the pleasure of exploring the majority of them. I ma

de several weekend trips to North Goa (Anjuna, Vagator, Baga, Panjim) and to South Goa as well (Palolem, Pat

nem, Kakolem). I also travelled to Hampi. I moved to Delhi after my semester abroad for an internship. Betwee

n the end of my semester and the start of my internship, I travelled to Bangalore, Ooty, Nepal (Kathmandu, Na

garkot), Mumbai, Udaipur and Jaipur. Travelling in India is extremely affordable. You are able to be frugal if ne

ed be. I would always book budget hostel accommodations and would opt for a train ride over a flight. The rail

way system in India is outstanding and highly connected. 

Conclusion and advice to future participants 

India is a country that is magical and hyperstimulating. Prepare yourself to see, feel and live things that you ha

ve never experienced before. Abandon all preconceived notions about how things should operate and be adap

table. Be kind. Laugh when you find yourself in an unbelievable situation. 
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Some photos taken by this student: 
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